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DECODING POLITICAL CARTOONS 
POLITICAL CARTOON #1 
Students should select one of the following six political cartoons to support the 'Political Cartoon Analysis' activity, located on page 10 of 

Historica Canada's Women's Suffrage Education Guide 

CONTEXT: 

CAPTION: 

'At the last session of the Saskatchewan 
Legislature Premier Scott expressed 
himself as in favor of extending the 
franchise to women, but did not care to 
enact the necessary legislation until the 
women of Saskatchewan asked for it. It is 
now up to the women to 'SPEAK' in clear 
and unmistakable terms.' 

SOURCE: 

The Grain Growers' Guide, 
26 February 1913 

Violet McNaughton, president of the Women Grain Growers, realized that Saskatchewan suffragists 
would need to collaborate and form an alliance to make their voice heard. In February 1915, the 
Provincial Equal Franchise Board was founded, uniting such disparate groups as the Women Grain 
Growers, the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and the Political Equality League behind a 
common cause. 

CREDIT: Glenbow Archives/NA-3818-1 

l":1.\,HISTORICA 
c a··· A project of \;!!/ CANADA With support from ana a 8 

http://education.historicacanada.ca/files/108/Womens_Suffrage.pdf
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/thomas-walter-scott/
http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/newspapers/GGG/1913/02/26/10/Ar01000.html
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/violet-clara-mcnaughton/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/grain-growers-associations/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/womans-christian-temperance-union/


DECODING POLITICAL CARTOONS 
POLITICAL CARTOON #2 
Students should select one of the following six political cartoons to support the 'Political Cartoon Analysis' activity, located on page 10 of 

Historica Canada's Women's Suffrage Education Guide 

CAPTION: 

'Mayor Oliver - 'Wonder 
who told them we didn't 
encourage the suffragette 
movement in Toronto?" 

SOURCE: 

The News, Toronto, 
C. 1909

CONTEXT: 

1909 was an important year for the suffrage movement, particularly in Toronto. On 24 March of that year, 
more than 400 suffragists delivered a petition with nearly 100,000 signatures to Ontario premier James 
Whitney. The next day, the Toronto Evening Telegram's headline read: 'Sir James says 'Not Now." On 24 
June, the International Council of Women held its annual meeting in Toronto, bringing thousands of 
delegates from around the world. On 23 October, The Toronto World newspaper endorsed women's 
suffrage. On 20 and 21 November, Emmeline Pankhurst - the famous British suffragette - gave two 
speeches at Massey Hall , one of which drew a crowd of more than 2,000. It was Mayor Oliver who 
introduced Pankhurst to the packed audience at Massey Hall. 

Joseph Oliver was mayor of Toronto from 1908 to 1909. Sir James Whitney was premier of Ontario from 
1905 to 1914. From 1907 to 1919, The News had ties to the Conservative government. Frank Cochrane, who 
was a Conservative and the Ontario minister of Lands, Forests and Mines, purchased the paper in 1907. 

CREDIT: Archives of Ontario/10007312 
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DECODING POLITICAL CARTOONS 
POLITICAL CARTOON #3 
Students should select one of the following six political cartoons to support the 'Political Cartoon Analysis' activity, located on page 10 of 

Historica Canada's Women's Suffrage Education Guide 
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CAPTION: 

'James L. Hughes, one 
of Toronto's leading 
suff ragettes rehearsing 
for the coming of Mrs. 
Pankhurst' 

SOURCE: 

The News, Toronto, 
C. 1909

CONTEXT: 

In 1895, James L. Hughes - president of the Toronto Woman's Enfranchisement Association, and a 
Toronto schools inspector - published Equal Suffrage, which advocated for women's right to vote. 
At the close of Emmeline Pankhurst's speech at Massey Hall in November 1909, Hughes ·called on 
the British government for better treatment of suffragettes· 
(Toronto Star, 22 November 1909). 

CREDIT: Archives of Ontario/10006786 
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