
Citizenship Challenge 
ESL Worksheet

WORK
SHEET

Modern Canada

Supported by:A project of:

TIMELINE A
1920s The Group of Seven, who developed a style of painting to 

capture the rugged wilderness, is founded.

1940 Unemployment insurance (now called “employment 
insurance”) was introduced by the federal government.

1947

The Korean War begins; Canada takes part, leaving over 500 
dead and 1000 wounded.

1950s Pioneers in modern abstract art, Les Automatistes, become 
well-known Quebec painters.

1963 Parliament establishes the Royal Commission  
on Bilingualism and Biculturalism. 

The Official Languages Act is established to give English and 
French an equal status in the federal government services.

1975 With the Communist victory in the Vietnam War, over 50,000 
Vietnamese sought refuge in Canada.

1980

Donovan Bailey becomes a world record sprinter at the 
Olympic Summer Games in Atlanta, Georgia, United States.

TIMELINE B
1920s

Unemployment insurance (now called “employment 
insurance”) was introduced by the federal government.

1947 Canada becomes a full member of the United Nations (UN) and 
subsequently participates in numerous peacekeeping missions.

1950 The Korean War begins; Canada takes part, leaving over 500 
dead and 1000 wounded.

1950s Pioneers in modern abstract art, Les Automatistes, become 
well-known Quebec painters.

1963

1969 The Official Languages Act is established to give English and 
French an equal status in the federal government services.

With the Communist victory in the Vietnam War, over 50,000 
Vietnamese sought refuge in Canada.

1980 Terry Fox, a British Columbian who lost his right leg to cancer 
at the age of 18, begins a cross-country run, the “Marathon 
of Hope,” to raise money for cancer research. 

1996 Donovan Bailey becomes a world record sprinter at the 
Olympic Summer Games in Atlanta, Georgia, United States.


