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Doing history (a verb) involves 

historical thinking, 

but it also requires 

feeling the past in order 

to have sustained

student engagement é
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& grandparents 
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immigrants), 
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ON

ñKILLED IN 

ACTIONò:

form letter authorôs 

grandmother received 

informing her of the 

death of  her husband at 

Ypres, June 24, 1916.  

Authorôs mother had

just turned eight.
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é forgotten documents & stories of ordinary Canadians

caught up in the macro-events of the 20thcentury é



An Innovative & an Effective Approach for the

Teaching of 20th Century Canadian History.

ñCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò:
A Journey of Ordinary - & Some Not-So-Ordinary ï

Canadians, 1945-1999.

~ a kear insight ~
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é the authorôs

overall

claim é
é the more

students

feel the past 

=
greater sustained 

student engagement!



ñCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò

ÅThis role-playing simulation is compliant with 
the strandsand curriculum expectationsof 
the revised 2013 Ontario grade 10 History 
program, and its four assessment categories of 
knowledge/skills:

- knowledge & understanding,

- thinking,

- communications, &

- application.



Change that ódullsvilleô perception of 

Canadian history forever  é

Yes, even
Canadian 
history!



...  & watch student interest, understandingé 

é a ñdraw dayò!

What the heck!  Our family is French -
Canadian & we live in Valleyfield, QC (1900) é 

My father works in a damp textile mill & he has 
just discovered that he has tuberculosis 

- & his future is not bright!



é  & achievement-levelsrise  é

é my fate? é

Wow!  My family is English & we live in Brandon, MB 
é my father is a lawyer & he is Minister of the 

Interior in the federal government (1900)!



é through a dynamic, engaging, é

Dynamic Situation 1902 : death of 
a father in the workplace :  
O.K., who got the green tabs?  
Youõre fortunate!



...  & a success-provené

é student personal profiles & 

social structure é

Unlike others,
Iõve moved up
the social ladder!  
Iõve worked hard 
& Iõm a great 
success!

John, youõre a
braggart é pure 
& simple!



é   simulation of 20thcentury Canadian history  é

Shucks! My parents, siblings & I, fled 
persecution in Czarist Russia ðwe work 
very hard homesteading just south of 
Biggar, SK. - & some day we will move 
up the social ladder, I know!



é  when students attempt to ñwalk in the shoesò  é

é & research family histories é



é  or, march in the boots! é

é November 11, 2005, Ottawa é



é of their great, & grandparentsô generations  é

é November 11, 1990, Ottawa é

Ågreat-grandparentsô generation:  

1900-45

Ågrandparentsô generation:

1945-99.



é  & experienceby walking, struggling  é

é National War Memorial, Ottawa é

é for King, God & Empire! 
é 



é  the tough, difficult times é

é the Great War, 1914-1918 éñthe war to end all warò é

Take heart men é a new 
world is being born!



é  as well as, the good timesof the 20th century.

é two lovers, 1928 é

Authorôs 

future parents,

Toronto, during 

ñroaring ô20sò



ñCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò

The claim:

ÅThis role-playing historical simulation shatters 

the perception that Canadian history is ñboring,ò

ñdullsville.òThe Canadian story comes alive in 

the minds & hearts of teenagers in a way rarely 

seen, and studentsô curriculum expectations 

achievement-levels rise é



é since 1996, 

anonymous

end-of semester 

student surveys 

have shown é



é the approachôs ability to hook, engage 

students at the affective level of learning:
ñWell, you actually feel like you were living 

then & experience it, so thatôs why I learned 

it better!ò(an applied grade 10 history student, Huntsville, ON, June 21, 2006)

FEEL the past=
greater student engagement



é the approachôs ability to hook, engage 

students at the affective level of learning:
ñIt created deeper thinking into what 

Canadians experiencedthrough history.ò
(an academic grade 10 history student, Huntsville, ON, June 2012)

FEEL the past=
greater student engagement



The Results of a Student Survey (January 2007):
(Sample Size: 46 Academic grade 10 students, Huntsville H.S.)

very, very unhelpful: 0%

very unhelpful: 0% negative impact: = 4%

somewhat unhelpful: 4%

no impact: 4% no impact = 4%

somewhat helpful: 38%

very helpful: 50% positive impact = 92%

very, very helpful: 4%

Do it again?   ñyesò = 98%  ñnoò = 2%



The Results of a Student Survey (June 2012):
(Sample Size: 48 Academic grade 10 students, Huntsville H.S.)

very, very unhelpful: 6%

very unhelpful: 0% negative impact: = 12%

somewhat unhelpful: 6%

no impact: 2% no impact = 2%

somewhat helpful: 31%

very helpful: 38% positive impact = 86%

very, very helpful: 17%

Do it again?   ñyesò = 90%  ñnoò = 10%



òCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò-

Key Concepts:

Åmacro-events(e.g. the ñLaurier boom years,ò 1900s, the Great 
War, 1914-18 ),

Åyears/events/dynamic situations(e.g. the anti-Asian    

Vancouver riot, 1907),

Åmicro-personal profiles, consisting of:

1) ethnicity/ancestry (where we have come from),

2) region/locality (where we live), &

3) socio-economic status (how we live),

4) gender (our sexual identity).



ñCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò-

Key Concepts:

Ånot-so-ordinary Canadians

(individuals who would have a family story and 

who would likely be mentioned in the textbook),

Åordinary Canadians

(individuals who would have a family story but who 

would not likely be mentioned in the textbook),

Åplurality of perspective

(reflecting the diversity of the micro-personal profiles),

Åsocial structure & social mobility

(reflecting the outcomes of the dynamic situations).



Key Concepts ïA Conceptual Framework:

*

*

*
- plus gender .

I wonder what is in store for me & 
my family as we journey into this 

new century?



òOrdinary Canadiansò: the Gosses
- recent English immigrants, Kingston, ON, November 1914.

é the last photograph of a family together é

I wonder what will 
happen to my 

family & me as my 
daddy goes off to 

war in Europe? Will 
it be over by 
Christmas? 



A ñNot-So-Ordinaryò Canadian:
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Mill Pellatt, 1900s.

é a ñcaptain of industryò ïor a ñrobber baronò?

I couldnõt be a 
òrobber baronó é I 
was knighted by 
Edward VII in 
1902!


