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ñCome Walk Awhile in Our Shoesò

Years/Events/Dynamic Situations

Each dynamic situation is linked to:

Åan ñexpectationò of the grade 10 History course,

Å& each dynamic situation stands on its ownwithin the

revised 2013 Ontario curriculum.



é & donôt forget the superb & invaluable resources at: 

www.cbc.ca/archives    ... simply amazing!

é all dynamic situationsare internet linked é



é & other reliable and accessible

websites, like Parks Canadaé superb!

é all dynamic situationsare internet linked é



é  the dynamic situationsprovide opportunities to 

explore themes/public issues:

Å communicable diseases (e.g. typhoid, smallpox, tuberculosis, STDs, influenza),

Å French-English relations,

Å evolving status of women in Canadian society,

Å evolution of Canadaôs social safety net,

Å medical discoveries (e.g. diabetes & the discovery of insulin),

Å Canadian-American relations,

Å international collective security,

Å war, peace &  the crisis of conscience,

Å personal legacies of war (e.g. physical disabilities, psychological/emotional 

disorders like PTSD or post-traumatic stress disorder),

Å racial  & other forms of prejudice, discrimination,



Key Concepts ïDynamic Situations & 

a Plurality of Perspective:

*

- plus gender

Within these big ñmacro-events,ò our 

experiences are so different!  I wonder 

why?



Example: Dynamic Situation, 1902: death of a father in the workplace 

during the ñLaurier boom yearsò ïcoal mining disasters in the Crowôs Nest Pass, BC.

é the Frank Slide & Crowôs Nest Mt. AB é



é  the entrance to a cemetery, near Fernie, 

the Crowôs Nest Pass, BC  é



é  one victim of two coal mining explosions that     

claimed the lives of 232 miners in 1902é

é James Mitchell, Aged 55 Years é



Coal Creek Mine Disaster, 

Fernie, B.C., May 23, 1902

ñRemoving the dead from the mine é 

more than 150 human lives were snuffed out éò



Dynamic Situations = A Plurality of Perspective:

- all did not prosper during the ñLaurier boom yearsò!

é the loss of ñour dear sons,ò ages 17 &19,   

coal mining & waré perspective!



é dynamic situations& the 

unpredictability, excitement 

of ñdraw daysò é 



é what will be my/my familyôs fate? é 

a volatile mix of good, bad & tragic news stories!



é will my family move up the social ladder?



é what does it mean? 

é good news, or bad news?



1900 dynamic situation:

Å Canada & the South African (Boer) 

War ïa ñNursing Sisterò goes 

overseas & a ñflag riotò in Montreal!

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- patriotism, allegiance.

Nursing Sister, Minnie Affleck, & 1st Canadian Contingent, 1900



1902 dynamic situation:

Å death of a father in the workplace!

- socioeconomic status, - ethnicity/ancestry,

- downward social mobility,

- evolution of Canadaôs ósocial safety net.ô

128 miners lost in a coal mining disaster, Coal Creek, 

Crowôs Nest Pass, BC, 22 May 1902 é



1906 dynamic situation:
Å a divisive & violent workplace dispute, 

Buckingham, QC, Oct.8, 1906 
( the James Maclaren Lumber Company vs. the Knights of Labor)

- óbread & butterô issues & management-labour relations,

- social layer/class,

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- the role of the militia.

James Maclaren Lumber Company Mill, Buckingham, QC



1907 dynamic situation:

Åthe Vancouver anti-Asian riot during a 

time of economic recession!

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- locality/region,

- prejudice, discrimination, 

racist organizations,

Japanese-Canadian store after the riot, Vancouver, 1907



1908 dynamic situation:

Ådepending on social economic status, the 

possible death of a bread-winner to TB 

- communicable diseases  & public health,

- social class & health.

(statistical evidence for 1908: nearly 12,000 known deathsƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳōŜǊŎǳƭƻǎƛǎΣ ƻǊ άŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΦέ ύ

ñThere is a rich manôs tuberculosis and a poor 

manôs tuberculosis é the rich man recovers 

and the poor man dies.ò (Dr. Norman Bethune)



1909 dynamic situation:

Åsome families move up the social 

ladder during the óLaurier boom 

yearsô!

- upward social mobility,

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- social layer/class.

A drawing room inside Sir Henry Pellattôs Casa Loma



1910 dynamic situation:

Åa story of ófrom rages to richesô ïa 
family is propelled into the ranks of the 
nouveau riche!

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- upward social mobility,

- concepts of perseverance, 

business savvy, & plain 

good fortune.

Joseph Wesley Flavelle ïa story ófrom rages to richesô!



1911 dynamic situation:

Åan exercise in political decision-making 

ïa pivotal federal election!
- gender, discrimination,

- locality/region,

- ethnicity/ancestry, discrimination,

- political perspectives,

- political party platforms.

Sir Wilfrid óon the stumpô during the ófree tradeô election of 1911



1914 dynamic situation:

Åa close family friend dies in the sinking 

of the Empress of Irelandin the St. 

Lawrence, May 29th!

- social layer/class,

- ethnicity/ancestry.

é a forgotten Canadian 

maritime tragedy é 



1915 dynamic situation:

Åa person is labeled an ñenemy alienò & 

is interned in a labour camp for the 

rest of the war!
- ethnicity/ancestry,

- impact of war on

the óhome frontô



1915 dynamic situation:

Åa cousin is gassed at the Battle of Ypres

in April - & is disabled for life!
- the cost of war for even those who survive.



1916 dynamic situation:

Åa brother dies in the Battle of the 

Somme!

- the human cost of  trench warfare.

é the Somme/Beaumont - Hamel, July 1, 1916, & March 2008

ódanger treeô 



1917 dynamic situation:

Åa family is affected by the Halifax 
Explosionof December 7th!

- locality/region, 

- social layer/class,

- downward social mobility,

- the concept of human 

compassion & charity.



1917 dynamic situation:
Åan exercise in political decision-making ï

a pivotal federal election!
- gender,   - locality/region, 

- social layer/class,  -ethnicity/ancestry,

- French-English relations, 

- concepts of propaganda, patriotism, 

pacifism, conscientious objectors.

é the conscription 

crisis of 1917!



1918 dynamic situation:
Åa spouse ïor a child ïdies during the 

Spanish influenza pandemic!

- social layer/class,

- downward social mobility,

- evolution of Canadaôs 

public health care system.

é more deaths than in the

Great War, 1914-18!



1919 dynamic situation:

Åsoldiers return from the war with ñwounds 

of the body/mindò ïor, are posted to Russia

& become embroiled in a violent 

revolution/civil war!

- social layer/class,

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- downward social mobility,

é legacies of the Great War!



1919 dynamic situation:

Åa family becomes a victim of the 

ñRed Scareò & xenophobia!

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- social layer/class,

- ethnic & political discrimination,

- downward social mobility.

é rumours that Vladimir Lenin was seen in Winnipeg, spring 1919!



1924 dynamic situation:

Åsome families experience the 

ñroaring twentiesò!

- locality/region,

- social layer/class,

- upward social mobility.

é Americanization, media, 

marketing & the rise of 

consumerism.



1925 dynamic situation:

Åa family is propelled into the ranks of 

the nouveau richeduring the ñgood 

bright daysò of the 1920s !

- ethnicity/ancestry,

- upward social mobility.

Patrick Burns Max  Aitken R.B. Bennett

Harry Oakes Herbert Holt


